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should end as adversaries. And agreeably to this I
have always sided with Below of Hohendorf and Alvens-
leben of Erxleben in the changing phases of the Conserva-
tive group.

In the winter of 1853 to 1854 the King repeatedly sent
for me and often held me fast for some time; in this way, to
outside observers, I fell into the category of the pushing set
who strove to bring about Manteuffel's fall, sought to pre-
possess the Prince of Prussia against his brother, and to
secure places, or at least commissions for themselves, and
who were occasionally treated by the King as rivals of
Manteuffel cum spe succedendi. After I had on several oc-
casions been played off against Manteuffel by the King to
such an extent that I had to write out counter-drafts of
dispatches, I begged Gerlach, whom I found in a small
anteroom adjoining the King's cabinet in the wing of the
palace lying next the Spree, to get me permission to re-
turn to Frankfort. Gerlach entered the cabinet and spoke,
whereupon the King cried out, 'Let him wait in the devil's
name till I tell him to go!' When Gerlach came out, I
told him laughingly that I had got my orders already. I
therefore remained in Berlin for some time longer. When
at length the time came to depart, I left behind me the
draft of an autograph letter which the King was to write
to the Emperor Francis Joseph; this I had elaborated by
command of his Majesty, and Manteuffel had undertaken
to lay it before the King after having agreed with me
concerning the contents. The centre of gravity lay in
the concluding sentence, but even without this the draft
formed a well-rounded document, essentially modified, to be
sure, in its range. I handed the aide-de-camp in waiting

then on duty a copy of the draft with the request to draw
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